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Understanding the Mutual Shaping of Regulation, Technology
and Normative Outlooks
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The report

Report prepared by interdisciplinary working group.
Many experts and stakeholders involved

Central question: Does the patent system fulfil its
purpose of enhancing social and economic welfare?

Trends/problems
Solutions

Starting point: A Community Patent does not in itself
solve the problem

Trends
Problems




Trends

A growth rate in patents of 60% from 2000 to 2006
A growth rate in US R&D of 10% over same 6 years

Source: WIPO Statistics Database

Trends and problems

Disproportionate patenting activity
No relation between technological progress and patenting

— at least in certain sectors like semiconductors and
telecommunication where excessive patenting has led to patent
thickets

Companies concentrate more on patenting and less on
innovating

—> The sheer number of patents is not (anymore) a measure
of success in terms of competitiveness and technological
progress

- "More patent protection does not necessarily equate with
more innovation and greater diffusion of knowledge" (p.
14 in the report)
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- (novelty, inventive step, industrial applicability),

- but also clarity, disclosure, relation disclosure and claimed
invention

review standard of inventive step
definition of person skilled in the art




