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Abstract:

The globalization of economic activity has led to a constant increase in the degree of
internationalization of patent applications: companies in the most advanced and the
fastest growing economies increasingly file their patent abroad, leading to a severe
increase in patent applications in major regional patent offices. To solve this so-called
“‘backlog” issue patent offices are under pressure to collaborate further in order to
process patent applications faster and exploit the benefits of a mutual recognition
process. The conference will illustrate recent tendencies and important issues at
stake, especially for the US patent system and the European Patent system. The two
systems actually suffer from different types of challenges, which have implication
both for policy makers and for the users of patent systems.

Bio:

Bruno van Pottelsberghe is Dean of the Solvay Brussels School of Economics and
Management (SBS-EM), at the Université Libre de Bruxelles. He is Full-Time
Professor and as holder of the Solvay S.A. Chair of Innovation, he teaches courses
on the economics and management of innovation and intellectual property. During
his academic career, Bruno van Pottelsberghe has been visiting researcher or
professor at Columbia Business school (NYC), Hitotsubashi University (Tokyo), MITI
Research institute (Tokyo), Stellenbosch Business School, and Barcelona University.
He is senior Fellow at the University of Sussex, School of economics and Business.

For his research activities, he is affiliated to ECARES and CEB. His research
interests focus on the effectiveness of science and technology policies, patent
policies, regulations and innovation. He has so far supervised about 12 Ph.D.
research fellows. He has co-authored numerous papers in scientific journals like
Research Policy, Industrial and Corporate Change, Oxford Bulletin of Economics and
Statistics, Journal of Economic Surveys, and the European Journal of Law and
Economics.

Bruno van Pottelsberghe was Chief Economist of the European Patent Office (EPO)
from 2005 to 2007, he is Advisor to the President and Rector of the ULB for
technology transfer issues since 2004 and is Senior Research Fellow at Bruegel, a
Brussels-based Think-Tank since 2007



